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PREFACE

The National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws since 1892 have been meeting annually since 1892 and
drafting model statutes which by subsequent adoption by many
of the State Legislatures have promoted a substantial degree

of uniformity in the United States on various important topics
of legislation.

The benefits resulting from the work of the State Com-
missiofiers in the United States suggested the advisability of
similar action being taken in Canada, and on the recommenda-
tion of the Council of the Canadian Bar Association several of
the provinces passed statutes providing for the appointment of
Commissioners to attend a conference of Commissioners from the

different provinces for the purpose of promoting uniformity of
legislation in the provinces.

The first meeting of the Commissioners appointed under
these statutes and of representatives from those provinces in
which no provision had been made for the formal appointment
of Commissioners, took place in Montreal on the 2nd day of
September, 1918, and at this meeting the Conference of
Commissioners on Uniformity of Laws throughout Canada was

organized. The following year the Conference adopted its
present name.

Since its organization meeting in 1918 the Conference hag
met annually as follows :

1919. August 26-29, Winnipeg.

1920. August 30-31, September 1-3, Ottawa.
1921. September 2-3, 5-8, Ottawa.

1922. August 11-12, 14-16, Vancouver.

1928. August 30-31, September 1, 3-5, Montreal.
1924. July 2-5, Quebec.

1925. August 21-22, 24-25, Wmmpeg

1926. August 27-28, 30-31, St. John.

1927. Awugust 19-20, 22-23, Toronto.

1928. August 23-25, 27-28, Regina.

1929. August 30-31, September 2-4, Quebec.
1980. August 11-14, Toronto.

1931. August 27-29, 31, September 1, Murray Bay.
1982. August 25-27, 29, Calgary.

1933. = August 24-26, 28-29, Ottawa.
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1984. August 30-31, September 1-4, Montreal.
1935. August 22-24, 26-27, Winnipeg.
1986. August 18-15, 17-18, Halifax.. .

It is the established practice of the Conference to hold its
meetings each year five days, exclusive of Sunday, before the
annual meeting of the Canadian Bar Association .and at the
same place.

The object of the Conference is to promote umforrmty of
law throughout Canada, or in such provineces as uniformity
may be found practicable, by such means as may appear suitable
‘to that end, and in particular by facilitating the meeting of
the Commissioners and Representatives of the different provinces
in conference at least once a year, the consideration of those
branches of the law with regard to which it is desn'able and
‘practicable to secure uniformity of provincial leglslatlon, and
the preparation of model statutes to be recommended for adop-
tion by the provincial legislatures.

The Conference is composed of the Commissioners and
Representatives appointed from time to time by the different
provinces of Canada or under the statutory or executive authority
of such provinces for the purpose of promoting uniformity of
legislation in the provinces. Beginning in 1985 'representatives
of the Government of Canada have participated in the work
of the Conference.

Statutes have been passed in some of the pr.ovinces pro-
viding both for contributions by the provinces -towards the
general expenses of the Conference and for payment by the
respective provinces of the travelling and other expenses of their
own Commissioners. The Commissioners themselves receive no
remuneration for their services.

The appointment of Commissioners or participation in the
meeting of the Conference does not of course bind any province
to adopt any conclusions reached by the Conference, but it is
hoped that the voluntary acceptance by the provincial legis-
latures of the recommendations of the Conference will seeure
an increasing measure of uniformity of legislation.

For a resumé of the proceedings of the Conference in each
year of its existence see Conference Proceedings, 1935, pp. 7-9;
and for a table of model uniform statutes suggested, reported on,
drafted or approved see Conference Proceedings, 1934, pp. 72-84.

The following table shows to what extent, if any, each

model statute drawn by the Conference has been adopted by
the provinees :



1920.

1921,

1922,

1923.

1924.

1925.

1927,
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Bulk Sales Act (amended, 1925) : adopted in Alberta
(1922), British Columbia (1921), Manitoba (1921),

New Brunswick (1927), and Prince Edward Island
(1988).

Legitimation Act : adopted in Alberta (1928), British

Columbia (1922), Manitoba (1920), New Brunswick -
(1920), Ontario (1921), Prince Edward Island (1920),

and Saskatchewan (1920). Provisions similar in effect

are in force in Nova Scotia and Quebec.

Warehousemen’s Lien Act: adopted in Alberta
(1922), British Columbia (1922), Manitoba (1923),
New Brunswick (1928), Ontario (1924), and Saskat-
chewan (1922).

Conditional Sales Act (amended, 1927, 1929, 1930 and
1933) : adopted in British Columbia (1922), New
Brunswick (1927), Nova Scotia (1980), and Prince
Edward Island (1934).

Life Insurance Act: adopted in Alberta (1924), -
British Columbia (1928), Manitoba (1924), New
Brunswick (1924), Nova Scotia (1925), Ontario
(1924), Prince Edward Island (1924), and Saskat-
chewan (1924). |

Fire Insurance Policy Act: adopted (except statu-
tory condition 17) in Alberta (1926), British Columbia
(1925), Manitoba (1925), Nova Scotia (1980), Ontario
(1924), Prince Edward Island (1933), Saskatchewan
(1925), and New Brunswick (1931).

Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments Act (amended
1925) : adopted in Alberta (1925, amended 1985),
British Columbia (1925), New Brunswick (1925),
Ontario (1929), and Saskatchewan (1924).

Contributory Negligence Act : adopted in British
Columbia (1925), New Brunswick (1925), and Nova
Scotia (1926). Revised in 1934 and 1935.

Intestate Succession Act (amended, 1926) : adopted

-in Alberta (1928), British Columbia (1925), Manitoba,

(1927) with slight modifications, New Brunswick
(1926), and Saskatchewan (1928).

Devolution of Real Property Act: adopted in
Alberta (1928), Saskatchewan (1928), and, in part,
in New Brunswick -(1984).



1928.

1929.

1930.

1931.

1933.
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Bills of Sale Act (amended, 1931 and 1932): adopted
in Alberta (1929), Manitoba (1929), Nova Scotia
(1930), and Saskatchewan (1929).

Assignment of Book Debts Act (amended, 1981):
adopted in Alberta (1929), Manitoba (1929), New
Brunswick (1981), Nova Scotia (1981), Ontario

(1981), Prince Edward Island (1931), and Sagkat-
chewan (1929).

Wills Act: adopted in Saskatchewan (1931), Manitoba
(1936).

Judicial Notice of Statutes and Proof of State Docu-
ments (amended, 1931): adopted in British Columbia

(1932), Manitoba. (1938), and New Brunswick (19381,
amended, 1934).

Limitation of Actions Act (amended, 1982): adopted

in Manitoba (1932), Saskatchewan (1932), and
Alberta (1985).

Corporation Securltles Registration Act: adopted in

Nova Scotia (1983), Ontario (1932), and Saskat~
chewan (1932).

Foreign Judgments Act: adopted in Saskatchewan
(1934).

V. C. M.
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PROCEEDINGS

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NINETEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
CONFERENCE OF COMMISSIONERS ON UNIFORMITY
OF LEGISLATION IN CANADA.

The following Commissioners or Representatives of the
provinces were present at some or all of the sessions of the
Conference : ‘

Alberta :
MR. GRAY.

British Columbio :

MR. MAITLAND.
MR. LAWSON,

Maniioba :
Messrs. CAMPBELL and McLEAN.

New Brumswick :
MEssrs. HUGHES, PORTER and DICKSON.

Nove Scotie :

MR, MATHERS.
MR. MAcDONALD.

Ontario
Messrs. HomMPHRIES, LANG and SiLk.

Prince Edwaord Islond :
MEeSSrRS. BENTLEY, LOWTHER and MATHIESON.

Saskatchewan :
MEessrs. THOM and RUNCIMAN,

Canoda : |
Messrs. READ, PLAXTON and O’MEARA.
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SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

The statement of the work of the Conference annually made
to the Canadian Bar Association was this year made by Mr.
Maitland on behalf of the Conference and is here quoted as
containing a useful summary of the work done this year.

“The committee was attended this year by twenty-one
members, every common law province in Canada being repre-
sented, as well as the Dominion Government. The sittings
were held for five full days from the 13th to 18th of August
and during that time the committee dealt with the following
acts :

(a) Unsform Landlord gnd Tenant Act.

This Act was drafted by the Alberta Commissioners and
submitted in 1933. It was discussed at the 1934 conference
and referred back to the Alberta Commissioners for further
consideration. At the 1985 Conference it was again discussed,
and referred back to the Alberta commissioners and this year
the Act was dealt with in detail, but, owing to the fact that
Mr. Andrew Smith, Legislature Counsel of Alberta, was recalled
to Edmonton on urgent business before the conference opened,
it was decided to postpone its final approval until next year
and that, in the meantime, certain sections be withdrawn. The
Commissioners hope that it will be finally approved in 1937.

(b) Imterpretation Act.

This Act was presented to the Conference by the Manitoba
Commissioners at the 1934 Conference and considered in 1985.
It was again considered this year, as was the supplementary
report by the Manitoba commissioners. It was discussed section
by section and referred to the Commissioners of Canada for
further consideration and redrafting, with instructions to present
a further report to the Conference next year on the advisability
of certain sections under discussion. The Commissioners hope
that it will be finally approved next year.

(¢} Umniform Evidence Aet.

A draft Act was presented by the British Columbia Com-
missioners and considered by the Conference, being referred to
the British Columbia Commissioners for further revision and report
at next year’s Conference.
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(d) Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments Act.

The Conference had previously approved of a uniform act
to provide for the inter-provincial reciprocal enforcement of
judgments. At the 1935 Conference the president raised the
question as to extending the principle of enforcement of judg-
ments to other parts of His Majesty’s Dominions and to foreign
countries and it was referred to the Ontario Commissioners to
confer with the Representatives of the Dominion and report
this year.

The result has been a very comprehensive- and thorough
report prepared by Mr. J. E. Read, legal adviser to the Depart-
ment of External Affairs, one of the representatives of the
Canadian Government at the Conference. The report of Mr.
Read was left with each Commissioner for one year in order
that it might be fully studied by the Commissioners. The Com-
missioners are deeply indebted to Mr. Read for this excellent
piece of work.

(e) Other Acts.

The Conference still has under Consideration Uniform Acts
on Libel and Slander, Partnerships Registration and Married
Women’s Property.

(f) Other Maitters.

Various reports as to the desirability of considering amend-
ments to uniform acts already approved were presented and
dealt with.”
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MINUTES OF MEETING

NoTE : — The Conference held the following sessions :

August 18th. 10.80 a.m.—12.30 p.m.
2.00 p.m.— 4.30 p.m.
8.30 p.m.—10.30 p.m.

“ 14th. 9.00 a.m.—12.30 p.m.
2.30 p.m.— 4.00 p.m.
8.30 p.m.—10.30 p.m.

“  15th. 2.30 p.m:— 5.00 p.m.
8.00 p.m.—10.30 p.m.

“ 17th. 9.30 a.m.—12.30 p.m.
2.30 p.m.— 4.30 p.m.
8.30 p.m.—10.30 p.m.

¢ 18th. 9.30 a.m.—12.00 a.m.

FIRST DAY

Thursday, August 13th, 1936.

The Conference assembled at 10.30 a.m. at the Nova Scotian
Hotel, Halifax, the President in the Chair, and after a brief

address by the President the Conference proceeded to take up
the matters on the agenda.

The manutes of last year’s meeting, as printed, were taken
“as read, and confirmed.

It was Resolved that in future a summary of the proceedings
of the Conference be printed as a prefix to the Minutes in
substitution of the printing of the President’s Address.

The Treasurer’s Report was received and referred to Messrs.
Lang and Campbell, for audit and report.

Mr. Maitland was appointed the representative of the
Conference to make a statement to the Canadion Bar Associaiton
on the work of the Conference.

Messrs. Lawson, MecLean, Lang, and Mathers were ap-
pointed a Nomination Committee to submit recommendations as
to the election.of officers of the Conference.



