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PREFACE

The National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws have been meeting annually since 1892 and drafting
model statutes which by subsequent adoption by many of
the State Legislatures have promoted a substantial degree of

uniformity in the United States on various important topics of
legislation.

The benefits resulting from the work of the State Com-
missioners in the United States suggested the advisability of
similar action being taken in Canada, and on the recommenda-
tion of the Council of the Canadian Bar Association several of
the provinees passed statutes providing for the appointment of
Commissioners to attend a conference of Commissioners from the

different provinces for the purpose of promoting uniformity of
legislation in the provinces.

The first meeting of the Commissioners appointed under
these statutes and of representatives from those provinces in
which no6 provision had been made for the formal appointment
of Commissioners, took place in Montreal on the 2nd day of
September, 1918, and at this meeting the Conference of
Commissioners on Uniformity of Laws throughout Canada was

organized. The following year the Conference adopted its
pbresent name.

Since its organization meeting in 1918 the Conference has
met annually as follows :
1919. August 26-29, Winnipeg.
1920. August 80-31, September 1-3, Ottawa.
1921. September 2-3, 5-8, Ottawa.
1922, August 11-12, 14-16, Vancouver.
1923. August 30-31, September, 1, 3-5, Montreal.
1924, July 2-5, Quebec.
1925. August 21-22, 24-25, Winnipeg.
1926. August 27-28, 30-31, St. John.
1927. August 19-20, 22-23, Toronto.
1928. August 23-25, 27-28, Regina.
1929. August 30-31, September 2-4, Quebec.
1980. August 11-14, Toronto.
1931. August 27-29, 31, September 1, Murray Bay.
1932. August 25-27, 29, Calgary.
1933. August 24-26, 28-29, Ottawa.
1934, August 30-31, September 1-4, Montreal.
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19356, August 22-24, 26-27, Winnipeg.
1936. August 13-15, 17-18, Halifax.
1987, August 12-14, 16-17, Toronto.
1938. August 11-18, 15-16, Vancouver.

It is the established practice of the Conference to hold its
meetings each year five days, exclusive of Sunday, before the

annual meeting of The Canadian Bar Association and at the
same place.

The object of the Conference is to promote uniformity of
law throughout Canada, or in such provinces as uniformity
may be found practicable, by such means as may appear suitable
to that end, and in particular by facilitating the meeting of
the Commissioners and representatives of the different provinces
in conference at least once a year, the consideration of those
branches of the law with regard to which it is desirable and
practicable to secure uniformity of provincial legislation, and
the preparation of model statutes to be recommended for adop-
tion by the provincial legislatures.

The Conference is composed of the Commissioners and
representatives appointed from time to time by the different
provinees of Canada or under the statutory or executive authority
of such provinces for the purpose of promoting uniformity of
legislation in the provinces. Beginning in 1935 represgntatives

of the Government of Canada have participated in the work
of the Conference.

Statutes have been passed in some of the provinces pro-
viding both for contributions by the provinces towards the
genera} expenses of the Conference and for payment by the
respective provinces of the travelling and other expenses of their
own Commissioners, The Commissioners themselves receive no
remuneration for their services.

The appointment of Commissioners or participation in the
meeting of the Conference does not of course bind any province
to adopt any conclusions reached by the Conference, but it is
hoped that the voluntary acceptance by the provincial legis-
latures of the recommendations of the Conference will secure
an increasing measure of vniformity of legislation.

For a resumé of the proceedings of the Conference in each
year of its existence see Conference Proceedings, 1935, pp. 7-9;
and for a table of model uniform statutes suggested, reported on,
drafted or approved see Conference Proceedings, 1934, pp. 72-84.
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The following table shows to what extent, if any, each

model statute drawn by the Conference has been adopted by
the provinces :

1920.

1921.

1922,

19238.

1924.

1925.

Bulk Sales Act (amended, 1925) : adopted in Alberta
(1922), British Columbia (1921), Manitoba (1921),
New Brunswick (1927), and Prince Edward Island
(1933).

Legitimation Act: adopted in Alberta (1928), British
Columbia (1922), Manitoba (1920), New Brunswick
(1920), Ontario (1921), Prince Edward Island (1920),
and Saskatchewan (1920). Provisions similar in effect
are in force in Nova Scotia and Quebec.

Warehousemen's Lien Act: adopted in Alberta
(1922), British Columbia (1922), Manitoba (19283),
New Brunswick (1923), Ontario (1924), Saskatche-
wan (1922), and Prince Edward Island (1938).

Conditional Sales Act (amended 1927, 1929, 1930 and
1988) : adopted in British Columbia (1922), New
Brunswick (1927), Nova Scotia (1930), and Prince
Edward Island (1934).

Life Insurance Act: adopted in Alberta (1924),
British Columbia (1923), Manitoba (1924), New
Brunswick (1924), Nova Scotia (1925), Ontario
(1924), Prince Edward Island (1924), and Saskat-
chewan (1924).

Fire Insurance Policy Act: adopted (except statu-
tory condition 17) in Alberta (1926), British Columbia
(1925), Manitoba (1925), Nova Scotia (1930), Ontario
(1924), Prince Edward Island (1933), Saskatchewan
(1925), and New Brunswick (1931).

Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments Act (amended
1925): adopted in Alberta (1925, amended 1935),
British Columbia (1925), New Brunswick (1925),
Ontario (1929), and Saskatchewan (1924).
Contributory Negligence Act: adopted in British
Columbia (1925), New Brunswick (1925), and Nova
Scotia (1926). Revised in 1934 and 1935 : adopted
as revised in Alberta (1987), Prince Edward Island
(1938).

Intestate Succession Act (amended 1926) : adopted
in Alberta (1928), British Columbia (1925), Manitoba
(1927) with slight modifications, New Brunswick
(1926), and Saskatchewan (1928).



1927.

1928.

1929.

1930,

1931.

1933.

1987.

1938.
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Devolution of Real Property Act: adopted in
Alberta (1928), Saskatchewan (1928), and, in part,
in New Brunswick (1934).

Bills of Sale Act (amended, 1931 and 1932): adopted
in Alberta (1929), Manitoba (1929), Nova Scotia
(1930), and Saskatchewan -(1929).

Assignment of Book Debts Act (amended, 1931):
adopted in Alberta (1929), Manitoba (1929), New
Brunswick (1931), Nova Scotia (1981}, Ontario
(19381), Prince Edward Island ¢1931), and Saskat-
chewan (1929).

Wills Act: adopted in Saskatchewan (1931), Manitoba
(1936).

Judicial Notice of Statutes and Proof of State Docu-
ments (amended, 1981): adopted in British Columbia

(1982), Manitoba (1933), and New Brunswick (1931,
amended, 1984).

Limitation of Actions Act (amended, 1982): adopted
in Manitoba (1982), Saskatchewan (1932), and
Alberta (1935).

Corporation Securities Registration Act : adopted in

Nova Scotia (1933), Ontano €1932), and Saskat-
chewan (1932).

Foreign Judgments Act : adopted in Saskatchewan
(1934).

Landlord and Tenant Act : adopted in New Bruns-
wick (1938).

Foreign Affidavits Act.
Partnerships Registration Act.
Uniform Interpretation Act Sections.

W. E. McL.
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PROCEEDINGS

PROCEEDINGS OF THE TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
CONFERENCE OF COMMISSIONERS ON UNIFORMITY
OF LEGISLATION IN CANADA.

The following Commissioners or representatives of the
provinces were present at some or all of the sessions of the
Conference :

Alberta :
MEeSSRS. SMITH and GRAY.

British Columbia :
MESSRS. MAITLAND, LAWSON and HoGG.

Manitoba :
Hon. MR. MAJOR, MESSRS. FISHER, CAMPBELL and MCLEAN.

New Brunswick :
MESSRS. PORTER and DICKSON.

Nova Scotia :
Mg. T. D. MACDONALD.

Ontario :

MEssRs. LANG, SILK, SNYDER and MCNAIRN,

Prince Edward Island :
Mgssrs. BENTLEY and TWEEDY.

Saskatchewan :
MEssrs. THOM and RUNCIMAN.

Canada :
Messrs. O'MEARA and MACNEILL.
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SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

The statement of the work of the Conference made
annually to the Canadian Bar Association was made this year
by Mr. Maitland on behalf of the Conference, and is here

quoted in part as containing a useful summary of the work
done this year :

“I might say this is a Committee drawn from all provinces
in Canada — compriging twenty-two members, who represent
the Dominion and all of the common law provinces, with the
idea of working out, in each case, a uniformity in the various
Acts — the idea being to try to bring them in conformity and
to get the advantage of knowing not only what the decisions
are — but uniformity of law as well. And in that way we can
make a report each year to show what status they fill.

“T may say, to show what work we have done, the
Conference met this year for five days prior to the.meeting of
The Canadian Bar Association in Vancouver. This year twenty-
two members, representing the Dominion and all of the common
law provinces were present. And I may say that the Conference
this year becomes of age, having been in operation for twenty-
one years, and during that time has drafted many Acts for
uniform use throughout Canada.

“The commission this year completed the following :
1. Draft Interpretation Act.

2. Partnerships Registration Act.

8. Commorienties Act.
4.

Sections respecting the taking of affidavits by officers of
public service of Canada abroad.

“That (No. 4 above) is an Act which we thought would be
very useful to every province, because it gives you a knowledge
at all times where you can find a Commissioner for taking
affidavits, which will be accepted in the respective provinces.

“We feel that these Acts, the result of long deliberation,

may be of some assistance to the provinces choosing to adopt
them.

“I may say for the information of those who are not
familiar with this Commission, that it takes two and three and
sometimes four years to finally complete a uniformity Act,

because of the fact we send it back each year for further
revision.



12

“At the present fime the Conference has under way the
following :

Draft Evidence Act.
Libel and Slander Act.
Married Women’s Property Act.

And it igs also considering the revision of the following :

Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments Act.

Bulk Sales Act.

Matters arising out of Conditional Sales Act.
Warehouse Receipts Act. ‘

Central registration of title of Motor Vehicles.
Fixtures in relation to Conditional Sales Agreements.
Coroners Act.

“I might add that at the last meeting of The Canadian
Bar Association we received complaints from various parts of
Canada as to the manner in which inquests were carried on in
the Dominion, and, if this Act was put in uniformity, it was
thought that the Act would be of benefit to the various
provinees. ‘

“The Commissioners feel that this rather lengthy list will
indicate the task undertaken from year to year.

“The Commissioners wish to note the long and valuable
service to the Conference by 1. A. Humphries, K.C., of Toronto,
recently retired. Mr. Humphries served this Commission for
ten years and I do not think the loss of any member was ever
more keenly felt than when we found he was not to be with
us this year.”
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MINUTES OF MEETING
NoTE :(—The Conference held the following sessions :

August 11th. 10.30 am—1230pm. '\ ~— V&7

2.20 p.m.— 4.15 p.m. N B
8.30 p.m.—10.30 p.m. C
“  12th. 9.80 a.m.—12.30 p.m. AR
2.30 p.m.— 4.15 p.m,
8.30 p.m.—10.30 p.m.
“ 18th. 9.30 a.m.—12.30 p.m.
8.30 p.m.—10.30 p.m.
. 16th. 9.30 am.—12.30 p.m.
3.80 pm.— 5.00 pm.
8.45 p.m.—10.45 p.m.
“ 16th. 9.30 a.m.—11.00 a.m.

————

FIRST DAY
Thursday, August 11th, 1938.

The Conference assembled at 10.30 a.m., at the Hotel
Vancouver, Vancouver. At the opening of the Conference, Mr.
Lang advised the members that the President, I. A. Humpbhries,
Esq., K.C., was no longer a Commissioner for Ontario and the
chair was accordingly taken by the Vice-President, R. M.
Fisher, Esq., K.C. The Conference then proceeded to take
up the matters on the agenda.

The Secretary was instructed to send to Messrs, Humphries,
MaeDonald and McCuaig, telegrams expressing the regret of
the Conference at their inability to attend. This was done and
-replies were subsequently received.

The Minuies of last year’s meeting, as printed, were taken
as read, and confirmed.

The Treasurer's Report was received and referred to Messrs.
O’Meara and MeNairn for audit and report.

Mr. Maitland was appointed the representative of the
Conference to make o statement to The Canadion Bar Association
on the work of the Conference.

Messrs. O’Meara, Porter, McLean and Lang were appointed
a Nomination Commitiee to submit recommendations as to the
election of officers of the Conference.



