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PREFACE

The National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform
State Laws has been meeting annually since 1892 and drafting
model statutes which by subsequent adoption by manhy of
the State Legislatures have promoted a substantial degree of

uniformity in the United States on various important topies of
legislation.

The benefits resulting from the work of the State Com-
missioners in the United States suggested the advisability of
similar action being taken in Canada, and on the recommenda-
tion of the Council of the Canadian Bar Association several of
the provinces passed statutes providing for the appointment of
Commissioners to attend a Conference of Commissioners from the

different provineces for the purpose of promoting uniformity of
legislation in the provinces.

" The first meeting of the Commissioners appointed under
these statutes and of representatives from those provinces in
which no provision had been made for the formal appointment
of Commissioners, took place in Montreal on the 2nd day of
September, 1918, and at this meeting the Conference of
Commissioners on Uniformity of Laws throughout Canada was

organized. The following year the Conference adopted its
present name.

Since its organization meeting in 1918 the Conference has
met annually as follows :

1919. August 26-29, Winnipeg.
1920. August 30-31, September 1-3, Ottawa.
1921. September 2-3, 5-8, Ottawa.
1922. August 11-12, 14-16, Vancouver.
1928. Awugust 30-31, September 1, 3-5, Montreal.
1924, July 2-5, Quebec.
1925. August 21-22, 24-25, Winnipeg.
1926. August 27-28, 30-31, St. John.
1927. August 19-20, 22-23, Toronto.
1928. August 28-25, 27-28, Regina.
1929. August 80-31, September 2-4, Quebec.
- 1980. August 11-14, Toronto. '
1931, August 27-29; 81, September 1, Murray Bay.
. 1982. August 25-27, 29, Calgary.
. 1933, August 24-26, 28-29, Ottawa. ,
1984,  August 30-31 September 14, Montreal..
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1935. August 22-24, 26-27, Winnipeg. = ~© = bV !
1986. August 13-15, 17-18, Halifax, i i i un
1937.  August 12-14, 16-17, Toronto.

1938. August 11-18, 15-16, Vancouver.

1939. August 10-12, 14-15, Quebec City.

1941. September 5-6, 8-10, Toronto.

1942, August 18-22, Windsor.

-Owing to war conditions the meeting of the Canadian Bar
Association which was scheduled to be held in Ottawa in 1940
was cancelled and no meeting of the Conference was held that
year. While the meeting of the Bar Association which was to
be held at Windsor in 1942 was cancelled, the meeting of the
Conference was proceeded with pursuant to a resolution passed
at the 1941 meeting (1941 Proceedings, p. 26) after the views

of the Commissioners and Representatives had been ascertained
through the local secretaries.

It is the established practice of the Conference to hold its
meetings each year five days, exclusive of Sunday, before the

annual meeting of The Canadian Bar Association and at the
same place.

The object of the Conference is to promote uniformity of
law throughout Canada, or in such provinces as uniformity
may be found practicable, by such means as may appear suitable
to that end, and in particular by facilitating the meeting of
the Commissioners and representatives of the different provinces -
in conference at least once a year, the consideration of those
branches of the law with regard to which it is desirable and
practicable to secure uniformity of provincial legislation, and
the preparation of model statutes to be recommended for adop-
tion by the provincial legislatures.

The Conference is composed of the Commissioners and
representatives appointed from time to time by the different
provinces of Canada or under the statutory or executive authority
of such provinces for the purpose of promoting uniformity of
legislation in the provinces. Since 1935 representatives of the

Government of Canada have participated in the work of the
Conference.

Although the Province of Quebec was represented at the
organization meeting in 1918, no one ‘rom that province attended
the meeting of the Conference again until 1942 when Quebec
was represented by the Batonnier Général for the Provinee, the
Béatonnier of the Quebec section of the Bar who is also the
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Speaker of the Legislature, and a representative of the General
Council of the Bar.

Statutes have been passed in some of the provinces pro-
viding both for contributions by the provinces towards the
general expenses of the Conference and for payment by the
respective provinces of the travelling and other expenses of their
own Commissioners. The Commissioners themselves receive no
remuneration for their services.

The appointment of Commissioners or participation in the
meeting of the Conference does not of course bind any province
to adopt any conclusions reached by the Conference, but it is
hoped that the voluntary acceptance by the provincial legls-
latures of the recommendations of the Conference will secure
an increasing measure of uniformity of legislation.

For a table and index of model uniform statutes suggested,
proposed, reported on, drafted or approved see Conference
Proceedings, 1939, pp. 10-25. For a table shewing the uniform
statutes adopted in the various legislative jurisdictions of Canada,
see pp. 10-11 of these Proceedings.

E. H. S
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TABLE ¢

The following table shows the model statutes prepared and adopted
adopted by the Parliament of Canadg

TITLE OF ACT

Assighment of Book Debts.... ... ..
Bills of Sale

..........

Bulk Sales

Commorientes. . .
Conditional Sales .

Contributory Negligence

Corporation Securities Registration. ...

Devolution of Real Property .. . . ..
Evidence

.....................

Fire Insurance Policy

Foreign Affidavits .
Foreign Judgments
Interpretation .

----------

......

Intestate Succession e e
Judicial Notice of Statutes and Proof
of State Documents .

Landlord and Tenant

~ Legitimation

Life Insurance

Limitation of Actions

Partnership xx .

Partnership Registration i
Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments.

.....

Sale of Goodsxx . ... ..
Warehousemen’s Lien. .. .

...................

* Adopted as revised.

~ence
1928
1928

1920

1939
1922

1924

1931
1927
1941
1924

1938
1933
1938

1925
1930
1937
1920
1923
1931
1938
1924
1921
1929

ADOPTED BY
Confer- Alberta

1929
1929

1922

1937*

1928

1926

1928

1928
1924
1935
1899
1925,
am. 1935

1898
1922

B.C.

1921

1939
1922

1925

1925

1925

1932

1922

1923 -

1894
1925

1897
1922

Man.

1929
1929

1921

1942

1941-42y, Yy 1942Y

1925

19394
1927}

1933

1920
1924
1932
1897

1896
1923
1986

xx Included in table pursuant to 1942 Resolution (1942 Proceedmgs p- .
and passed in substantially the same form as the Imperial statute.
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by the Conference and to what extent, if any, these have been

and the Legislatures of the Provinces.

N.B.

1931

1927

1940
1927

1925

1934+
1942y
1931

1926

1931,
am. 1934
1988
1920
1924

1921
1925

1919
1923

N.S.

1931
1930

1941
1930

1926

1933

1930

8

1926

1911

1910

T In part.

ADOPTED BY
Ont. P.E.I
1981 1931

1933
1940 1940
1934
1980*
1932
iézizY, YY' : '. .
1924 1933
1939
1939x
o 1939
1921 1920
1924 1983
e 19891
1920 1920
1929 e
1920 1919
1924 1938

I With slight modifications.
§ Provisions similar in effect are in force.
Y Ag to seetinn 2R anlv

Que.

xrer A A ma Ll aen

Sask.

Canada

1929
1929

1942

1932

1928 c
1942yy 1942y
1925

1934

1928

1920
1924
1932
1898

1924
1896
1922
1931

REMARKS

Amended 1931
Amended 1931
and 1932
Amended 1925
and 1939
Amended 1927,
29, 30 & 38.

Revised 1934
and 1985

Statutory con-
dition 17 not
adopted.

and 1941
Amended 1926

Amended 1931

-------

.............
-------------

............

x As part of Evidence Act.

[al2 TP |



12

PROCEEDINGS

PROCEEDINGS OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE CONFERENCE OF COMMISSIONERS ON UNIFORMITY
OF LEGISLATION IN CANADA

The following Commissioners or representatives were present
at some or all of the sessions of the Conference :

Alberta :
MEesSrRS. GrRAY and HENWOOD.

British Columbia :
HoNOURABLE MR. MAITLAND and MR. HoGa.

Manitoba :

HoNOURABLE MR. MCLENAGHEN, MESSRS. FISHER and
RUTHERFORD.

New Brunswick :
Messrs. DicksoN, HuGHES and PORTER.

Ontario :
MEssRrS. BARLOW and SILK.

Quebec :

HoONOURABLE MR. BIENVENUE, MESSRS. BROSSARD and
CHIPMAN.

Saskatchewan :
MEessrs. RUNCIMAN and THOM.

Canada :
MESSRS. JACKETT and O’MEARA.
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SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

The annual statement to the Canadian Bar Association
respecting the work of the Conference was made by Mr. Hughes.

As no general meeting of the Assoc1at10n was held, the statement
was presented to the Council.

“Under instructions from the Conference of Commissionerson
“‘Uniformity of Legislation in Canada, I beg to make the following

report with respect to the conference which closed on the 22nd
instant.

“During the conference we have given careful consideration
to a Libel and Slander Act. We have tried to remove the tech-
nical difficulties so often found in suits arising from the publication
of defamatory matter. We have approved of the proposition
that defamation, whether written or spoken, should be dealt with
as a wrong of one kind. This should remove some of the diffi-
culties arising from defamation over the radio. A committee has

been given the task of preparing a draft Act in the light of these
recommendations.

“We have discussed and considered The Married Women’s
Property Act. We have tried to simplify some of its provisions.
It will be further considered next year.

““We have also considered certain proposed amendments to
The Sale of Goods Act with respect to revendication in case the
purchaser fails to pay. After careful consideration, the matter
was referred to a committee for further study and report.

“It will, perhaps, be pleasing to know that the amendments
to the law which we included in the Evidence Act, which we
submitted at the last year’'s Conference by which the records
of banks and other papers held by banks and by departments of the
Government may be photographed by microphotographic film
for purposes of preservation and copies thereof used in evidence
on a trial, have been widely approved, and applications have been
made to the Conference this year asking us to recommend the
extension of the principle so as to include the records of large
corporations, insurance companies and trust companies.

“The Conference has had under consideration questions arising
from the large number of Orders-in-Council and orders of officials
having power to make binding orders and the difficulties arising
from the fact that many of these are not sufficiently published,
and there is no definite place where they may be found. The

matter is to be studied by a Committee of the Conference and
.dealt with further next year.
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“The law respecting the Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments
was further considered and referred to the Quebec and Dominion
Commissioners for further consideration.

“A provision respecting the right of an unpaid vendor to retake
- possession of goods, although they have been affixed to land, has
been approved.

“The Conference has adopted a set of rulesto be followed in
preparing draft Acts. It is hoped that these rules will enable a
shorter and clearer expression of the law to be made.

“At the request of the Attorney General of Manitoba, we have
examined the proposed protocol on Uniformity of Powers of
Attorney between the United States of America and other Amer-
ican Republics with respect to the power of Attorney required to
carry on business in South American countries, We have ap-
proved in principle of the proposed protocol, and will recommend
to the several Attorneys-General that they approve, and request
that Canada join as a party.

“During the sessions of the Conference just closed we have
had in attendance three representatives of the Province of Quebec, .
This has been most pleasing and satisfactory. We have long been .
desirous of having representatives of the Province of Quebec share
in our deliberations. We felt it would be useful to the work of
the Conference to have men trained in The Civil Code confer
with those trained in the Common Law. We have found during
the last conference that that was true. We hope that we, on our
part, may be of some assistance to the representatives from
Quebee,”
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MINUTES OF MEETING

NOTE : — The Conference held the following sessions :

August 18th. 10.00 a.m. — 12.80 p.m.

“ 2.830 p.m. — 4.00 p.m.
8.00 p.m. — 10.30 p.m.
“19th. 10.00 a.m. — 12.30 p.m.

‘ 2.00 p.m. — 4.00 p.m.

9.00 p.m. — 11.00 p.m.

“ 20th. 9.00 a.m. — 12.00 p.m.

“ 2.00 p.m. — 5.80 p.m.
(With National Confer-
ence on Uniform State
Laws in Detroit, Mich.)

“  21st  10.00 a.m. — 12.00 p.m.

2.00 p.m. — 4.00 p.m.

“  22nd 10,00 a.m. — 12.30 p.m.

£
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FIRST DAY

Tuesday, August 18th, 1942,
Opening.

The Conference assembled at 10.00 a.m. at the Prince Edward
Hotel in Windsor.
Munutes of Last Meeting.

The Minutes of the 1941 meeting, as printed, were taken as
read and confirmed.

Address of Welcome.

Mr. S. L. Springsteen, K.C., Vice President of the Essex
County Bar Association, welcomed the Conference to Windsor for

its annual meeting. .
President’s Address.
Mr. F. H. Barlow, K.C., the President, then addressed the
Conference.
(Appendixz A)
Treasurer’s Report.

The Treasurer’s Report was received and referred to Messrs.
Hughes and Thom for audit and report;



